Sample Unit Infused With Culture

Inspired by FLESFEST at CSCTFL, Milwaukee, WI, March 10, 2012

Name:  Emily Bordeleau

School and Address: Heritage Elementary School, 501 South Street, Waunakee, WI 53597
Language(s)/Grade(s):  Spanish, Grades 1-5 Social Studies

 Title/Topic/Grade: Peruvian Market, Grade 4
Unit Overview:  The social studies standards addressed in this unit are D.4.1 Describe and explain of the role of money in everyday life and E.4.4 Describe the ways in which ethnic cultures influence the daily lives of people.  The foreign language standards addressed are B1: Listening: Students will understand spoken language on familiar topics that has strong visual support and E.1 Objects and symbols: Students will identify objects and symbols, such as flags or currency, that are used day-to-day and represent other cultures. Students are introduced to common foods that would be found at a Peruvian market. They not only learn about typical foods, but about Peruvian currency as well. Interactive lessons allow students to sell and purchase food at the market. Students walk away from this unit with a better understanding of traditional Peruvian foods and Peruvian currency.
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	Performance Assessment
	Students complete a Spanish math activity in which they have a budget and can choose market items to buy by reading food cards with prices in Peruvian currency.
	Students converse with each other to ask about prices and buy items at a student made market.


	Students present a marketplace dialogue that they created to the class.




Reflection: "If you lead with culture, language will follow and so will connections, comparisons, and communities."  (FLESFEST 2012 Theme at CSCTFL)
One thing that jumped out at me during the sessions was the importance of students understanding their own culture. I want to start out with a focus on markets in Peru but then refer back to the United States and discuss what we have here that is comparable to a market. Do we have markets? Do similar goods exist? If not at a market, where can we find similar items here? Students will make connections and identify similarities and differences between elements of their own culture and Peru’s culture.

Another session that led left me feeling inspired for this unit was the Art Works session.  I want to find items (or pictures of items) that can be found in a Peruvian market and initiate a discussion about them. A lot of descriptive language could be built while describing Peruvian items such as rugs, handmade blankets, clothing, artwork, dishes, etc. This could lead to digging deeper into the significance and meaning behind these items or the style in which they were designed and how it is important or representative of their culture. This activity will leave my students with a greater understanding and appreciation for why these items were designed in that particular way or style and how they represent Peru’s culture. 

Another extension of this would be to have students think of their own culture and come up with items that could be displayed or sold at a local market that have cultural significance to them. Why did they choose these items? Why are they important to us? How are they similar to or different than items that they would find in Peru? Students will not only have a greater understanding of Peru’s culture, but of important elements of their own culture as well.
