Sample Unit Infused With Culture

Inspired by FLESFEST at CSCTFL, Milwaukee, WI, March 10, 2012

Name:  Allison Shuda

School and Address: Prairie Elementary School, 700 N. Madison Street Waunakee, WI 53597 Language(s)/Grade(s):  Spanish/Social Studies  Grades 1-3  Title/Topic/Grade: ​ Famous Spanish Speaking  Women, Grade 2
 Unit Overview: The standards-based unit that I am focusing on is a social studies/Spanish unit on Famous Spanish-Speaking Women. The goals include learning about contributions to the world that women have made, understanding the lives of extraordinary women and placing them in time and context, and learning about the contributions that famous people have made through non-fiction literature. Students will learn about three women: Friday Kahlo, Sandra Cisneros, and Celia Cruz. Each of these women comes from a different field (art, literature, and music) and has contributed to the world in different ways. Students have an opportunity to compare and contrast these women and also create a timeline of their lives. 
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	Performance Assessment
	Students will be asking one another “¿Cómo es ________?” and responding with adjectives in a sentence to describe the famous Spanish speaking woman they were asked about.
	Students will be reading events from cards, sorting them according to which famous woman the event pertains to, and putting the event in chronological order with the use of a timeline. 
	Students will be creating “autorretratos” or self portraits similar to those that Frida Kahlo painted and writing sentences to describe themselves. Students will practice and present their self-portraits and descriptions to the class. 


Reflection: "If you lead with culture, language will follow and so will connections, comparisons, and communities."  (FLESFEST 2012 Theme at CSCTFL)

FLESFEST 2012 provided me with ideas of ways that I could infuse culture into all of my units. Throughout the day I was thinking of ways to improve my “Famous Women” unit in order to successfully teach through culture. It was great to have this perspective and think of a specific unit because so many ideas could be applied to various units. I am now motivated to start here, with the “Famous Women” unit. In the unit I teach about Frida Kahlo, Celia Cruz, and Sandra Cisneros. 

I was inspired by Jodi Schneider’s presentation. I could easily make this unit more meaningful by truly making it an Understanding By Design unit and deliberately and explicitly outlining the enduring understandings and essential questions. I am asking myself how I could teach about these famous Spanish-speaking women through a big idea. I feel this is an important unit to see the contributions that women have made and for students to understand how women have influenced and shaped cultures. 

Marge Draheim and Jackie Dove’s presentation, “Linking Language and Learning: Art Works!” provided many ideas that can be easily applied to this unit. My goal is to teach Frida Kahlo’s style and expression of emotion through her many self-portraits, but students can also practice using adjectives to describe her self-portraits. In addition to descriptions of her art would also like to incorporate opinions of her art. Someone else suggested making self-portraits that included exvotos, which would be an incredible cultural addition to the unit. In addition to making modifications to this unit, I am eager to incorporate more art into units including climate, seasons, and diversity. This presentation exposed me to various ways of learning language through art. 

Lynn Sessler’s unit inspired me to create a book table for students to read about the content and related topics. Students will become more motivated when they have access to the themes that they are learning about through children’s literature at their level. I am also motivated to continue searching for books that have illustrations that clearly match the story line in order to provide strong comprehensible input. This will help my students to clearly understand and when they understand they will be able to produce and use the language more easily.

 I’m looking forward to revising my unit with these changes. I’m going to be able to use Frida Kahlo’s art not just as an example of her style but to teach language through it. I am also going to find more appropriate children’s literature in order to teach through culture authentically without sacrificing comprehensible input. Furthermore, I am going to be thinking of big ideas in order to recreate this unit as an Understanding By Design unit. FLESFEST is always good for getting new, applicable ideas to implement in my classroom, and FLESFEST 2012 was no exception.

