Sample Unit Infused With Culture

Inspired by FLESFEST at CSCTFL, Milwaukee, WI, March 10, 2012

Name:  Jacquelyn Dove


School and Address: Elmbrook Schools, retired  mailto:jackiedove04@gmail.com
Language(s)/Grade(s):  French, Grades 4-12 
Title/Topic/Grade: ​  Let's Go to a Café!, Grade 4

Unit Overview: Students learn foods and drinks commonly served in cafés in France.  They learn language to take on the roles of client and waiter, being sure to use etiquette appropriate to these cafés.  They create café skits demonstrating all they have learned.  Pictures are taken of their skits, along with a recording of their voices and put together as a story book for anyone to listen to and read in their classroom, as a connection to their studies of language arts.
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	Performance Assessment
	Listen to a dialogue that takes place in a French café and circle picture answers to questions about the dialogue.
	Using cut-out visuals of cafe foods and drinks commonly served in French cafés, ask and answer questions and discuss with a partner what you like and don't like to eat and drink.
	In small groups create a skit about ordering food and drink at a French café, incorporating appropriate etiquette, patterns of everyday life, etc. that would be present at a café in a specific French culture.


 Reflection: "If you lead with culture, language will follow and so will connections, comparisons, and communities."  (FLESFEST 2012 Theme at CSCTFL)
Culture plays a vital role in world language teaching;  it is so much more than products or ideas presented in separate activities.  Cultural and language objectives should be consciously infused throughout a unit of study during the planning phases.  Multiple forms of authentic materials may be used to build  students' cultural understanding, and then serve as a stimulus to demonstrate what the students have learned via the target language.  Visual arts can encourage communication: paintings by a variety of French artists (of food and café scenes), along with café menu, food and drink images may be used to introduce vocabulary or as stimuli for students to use in partner activities.  

As a result of this year's FLESFEST presentations, I will incorporate more visual arts into my unit to introduce vocabulary and as a stimuli for students to use in communication.  I will be "culturally specific"  so that we all know when a practice comes from Paris or from elsewhere in the French-speaking world.  Additionally, I will plan both language and cultural components in the presentational goal of our unit, so that the students and I will focus more specifically through a cultural lens as we progress through our unit of study.

