Sample Unit Infused With Culture

Inspired by FLESFEST at CSCTFL, Milwaukee, WI, March 10, 2012

Name:  Marge Draheim


School and Address: Appleton Schools, retired, mailto:draheim@aol.com
Language(s)/Grade(s):  German/Spanish, MS/HS 

Title/Topic/Grade: ​  Weather and Seasons, Level 1
Unit Overview:
Students will learn the seasons, as well as basic weather expressions.  They will learn how to read a German weather map and be able to interpret simple forecasts for various types of weather. They will draw on past knowledge to discuss various activities that are appropriate to different types of weather.
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	Performance Assessment
	Students will draw a picture of typical weather for their birthday and half-birthday.  They will write a paragraph about each picture, describing the weather and talking about activities that they could (or could not) do.  


	Students will look at a German weather map and read several forecasts.  They will then answer true / false statements in English.
	Working with a partner, each student is given a picture or painting depicting weather.  Each student is to describe the weather in their picture.  The partner asks questions and then guesses the season.  Together, they talk about the activities they might or might not do during this season.  


Reflection: "If you lead with culture, language will follow and so will connections, comparisons, and communities."  (FLESFEST 2012 Theme at CSCTFL)
In the unit on weather and seasons, cultural connections can be made in several ways.

1. Short poems (perhaps intended for children) about the weather or seasons could be matched to paintings depicting similar weather or seasons.  The students could then write an Elfchen poem about one of the paintings.  An Elfchen is similar to a cinquain poem and is 11 words in 5 lines.

The 1st line: an adjective or a noun (1 word)

The 2nd line: what is it? (2 words)

The 3rd line: where is it? (3 words)

The 4th line: what does it mean? (4 words)

The 5th line: a conclusion (1 word)

2. German weather symbols can be matched to American symbols.  Most are very similar, but just a little different.  Students can look at simple forecasts for several different types of weather.  They could also discuss the weather in various areas of Europe or just Germany, based on a weather map.  As a listening exercise, the students could listen to/ read a simple forecast and draw the appropriate symbol in the correct area of the map.  

3. Students can look at paintings of various areas in the Germanic world and discuss the season, weather and types of activities one might do there.  Comparisons can be made to Wisconsin.  

4. The weather as it plays a role in the school calendar can be discussed.  For example, we get snow days, but that rarely happens in Germany.  They do have “hitzefrei” days in summer, though, when the temperature reaches 82 degrees by 11 am and students are sent home.  (Air conditioning is a rarity in a German school or home.)  At many German schools, learning to ski is part of the curriculum and in certain grades, the students travel with their teachers to a ski school for a week of instructions.  

5. Students can be introduced to the Celcius temperature system and compare that to the Fahrenheit system.  

Adding these components to the unit will enrich the material and give the students many opportunities to compare the German culture with the Wisconsin culture.  It will allow students to create with the language in a meaningful, purposeful  way, and will make a routine unit more engaging.  It will expose students not only to weather vocabulary, but will also provide some geographical and mathematical practice.  Students will become familiar with a few German artists and poets.  

