Sample Unit Infused With Culture

Inspired by FLESFEST at CSCTFL, Milwaukee, WI, March 10, 2012

Name:  Erin Koplitz            School and Address: College Park Elementary School, 5701 W. College Ave. Greendale, WI 53129 
Language(s)/Grade(s):  Spanish K-12 

Title/Topic/Grade: ​  Let’s go Outside/Vamos Afuera, Grade 1
Unit Overview:  Students learn about the natural world around them such as mountains, rivers, lakes, beaches, etc. They are able to describe what they see in nature such as flowers, animals, trees, etc. This unit also incorporates important natural aspects from the Spanish speaking world such as the Andes mountains in Peru, the beaches of Mexico, and rivers in South America. At the end of the unit students are able to create a short comic or story board telling what they see in a place of their choice. For example, they will describe that they see trees, a river, animals, and flowers in the forest.
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	Performance Assessment
	Students will be able to answer and ask the questions: ¿Dónde estás? And ¿Qué ves? They will work with a game board where they reach the destination by answering their partner’s questions about where they are or what they see there. I would like to incorporate more culturally specific locations into the vocabulary—monuments, ruins, national parks, etc.
	Students will be able to indentify the vocabulary by putting a number next to the vocabulary word said. For example: “Put a number one next to the picture of montañas.” 
	With either cartoon-like story boards or the application sonicpics on ipods, students will tell a short story of where they are and what they see while they are there. I would like them to pick a real place in a Spanish-speaking country to describe and to pretend to be in. 


Reflection: "If you lead with culture, language will follow and so will connections, comparisons, and communities."  (FLESFEST 2012 Theme at CSCTFL)

The unit I chose is based on talking and learning about nature and the world around us. I think that one way that I can incorporate culture is by showing more examples from different natural settings in the Spanish-speaking world. The Hispanic world has many examples that we talk about in class and incorporating more real pictures and by also using artwork would be culturally beneficial to the students. I specifically would use activities, such as showing two scenes or artworks, that demonstrate a setting I wish the students to identify and have the students talk about what they see, what one could do there, and what the weather would be like there. This would incorporate past learning as well as use the unit vocabulary. In this unit, I could easily add a glyph project as presented at FLESFEST. I could have students create their own nature scene while also describing themselves in the process. 


I also would like to have take-home connections in this unit. As Donna Clementi mentioned, we can have information given in the native language for them to take home without worrying about losing class time in the target language. Since this unit was originally intended for second graders, I would find short, appropriate readings about a cultural topic in this unit that the students can take home and share and complete with family. Some possibilities would be to find readings on the Rainforests of Costa Rica and the contributions of it and the animals that live there, or the Andes Mountains and information about them. 


The cultural topics are endless and as stated in the speakers, it is easy to become too broad and vague with culture. I think by just incorporating the examples above and by doing the same for other units, I can achieve cultural connections without losing a cultural focus.
